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In Our Prayers: Margarite Wise, Nancy Wise, Catrina Dotson, Sue 
& Tom Kenney, Mark Ewing, Lea Ewing, Diane Cook, Kyle Richards, 
Benjamin Richards, Betty Snyder, Grady Cronick, Lois Phillips, 
Debra Sears, Alyssa Parish, Willy Zamora, Kathy Bond, Barbara 
Fedor, Mike Fiser Jr., Regina Carson, Sheril Buchwalter, Chet 
Molzen, Tari Lowe, Patty Stuart, Bill Buchwalter, Mike Ringgenberg, 
Amanda Herbert, Monica Crawford, Sue Haumesser Miller, Family 
of  Marvin Hartman, Family of  Jean Shoup, Family of  Jeanne Lifer, 
family of  Sue Cook. 
 

Welcome Visitors!  Your presence is a blessing to us.  Please pick up 
an information brochure, complete the visitor card and place it in the 
offering plate. 
 

Parents with small children:  We welcome you and your children to 
worship this morning.  There are activity bags in the Narthex.  The 
nursery is available (with speaker system) should you have need of  it. 
 

Holy Communion is offered the first Sunday of  each month; we 
practice open table fellowship:  All baptized Christians who share our 
belief  that Jesus Christ is truly present with his body and blood along 
with the bread and wine, are invited to participate.  Register using 
the card in the back of  the pews.   
 

P:  Pastor     A: Assisting minister  C: Congregation  L:  Lector 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes 
the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel 
Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of  the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of  our faith: we 
have experienced the God of  creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always 
through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of  the Holy Trinity in word and 
sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to 
our faith. 
 

Prelude 
Bell 
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Call to Worship 
Pastoral Greeting & Parish Time 
 
 

 A: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion 
endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 A: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

A: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we 

cannot free ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your 
yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in 
your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 
A: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in 
God’s love. 

C: Amen. 

WE PRAISE GOD 
 

Gathering Hymn    Holy God We Praise Your Name Red Hymnal #414 

 

Greeting 
 

A The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the  
communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER 
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Kyrie              Page 147 

Canticle of  Praise  Glory to God  Red Hymnal Page 148 

Prayer of  the Day 

A: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-
in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live 
in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

First Reading      Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the 

earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 
day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let 
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the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 
so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the 
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 
sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every 
kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of 
every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to 
our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
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over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild 
animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of 
the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their 
multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, 
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when 
they were created. 

L:     The Word of  the Lord.      C:      Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 8 

A: 1 O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 
C: 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the 

mouths of in- | fants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe | and avenger. 

 
A: 3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 
C: 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of 

them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them? R 

 
A: 5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 
C: 6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 
A: 7 all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
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C: 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 
A: 9 O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
 

Second Reading    2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; 
listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the 
God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a 
holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
L:      The Word of  the Lord.      C:      Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation           Alleluia      Red Hymnal Page 151 

Please stand. 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth 

chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
  

Gospel        Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, 
but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
P:  The Gospel of  the Lord     C: Praise to  you, O Christ. 
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Sermon                                Tim Barrage 
Please stand. 

 

Hymn of  the Day  Come, Join the Dance of Trinity      Red Hymnal #412  

Apostles’ Creed 
  P:    Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith 

   using the Apostles’ Creed. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of  heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
   and born of  the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of  saints, 
   the forgiveness of  sins, 
   the resurrection of  the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

Prayers of  the Church  

A:  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the 
church and the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

 

C  #752  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
A:  Prayers continue…   As we lift up our prayers, 
C  #752  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
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A:  Prayers continue…   As we lift up our prayers, 
C  #752  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
A:   Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken 

and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our 
Savior. 

C:   Amen. 
 

Peace  
A:    The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C:     And also with you. 
 

WE OFFER GOD OUR GIFTS 
 

Offering of  Gifts 
 

Offertory                              Amanda Herbert & Karolyn Rice 

Please stand. 
Offering Song    Create in Me a Clean Heart    Red Hymnal #186 

Offering prayer 

P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help 
us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Canticle of  Thanksgiving         Red Hymnal page 219 

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth 
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of  life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
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P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of  your 
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of  life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to 
those entombed by death, the way of  your self-giving love. 
For your Word of  life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 

P: Send your Spirit of  truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within 
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, 
for the sake of  a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 
C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

         hallowed be thy name, 
         thy kingdom come 
           thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
       Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 
          as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 
          but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, 
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          and the power, and the glory, 
          forever and ever.  Amen 

 
 
 
 

WE ARE BLESSED AND SENT FORTH  
TO SERVE GOD’S CHILDREN 

 

Please stand. 
 

Blessing  

P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and 
hold you today and always. 

C: Amen. 
  
Sending Hymn  Holy Holy Holy Lord God Almighty  Red Hymnal #413 

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God. 

  
 
Postlude          Karolyn Rice 
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Liturgical elements and prayers are drawn from:  

Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20591.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

Al right reserved. Hymns licensed under One License #A-713299 and CCLI License #11271355.  Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 

admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 
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THIS WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday, May 31 
Holy Trinity 

9:00 a.m.  Bible Study  (Facebook Live Stream) 
  10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream) 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
5:00 p.m. YouTube Livestream Replay  

 
Monday, June 01 

6:00 p.m. NFL Monday Night! Free Community Meal   
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study 

 
Friday, June 05 

7:00 p.m. Cover to Cover Bible Study (via ZOOM) 
 

 

  NEXT WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday June 07 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m.  Bible Study  (Facebook Live Stream) 
10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream) 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship / 200th Anniversary Committee 
5:00 p.m. YouTube Livestream Replay  

 
Monday, June 08 

6:00 p.m. NFL Monday Night! Free Community Meal   
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study 

 
Friday, June 12 

7:00 p.m. Cover to Cover Bible Study (via ZOOM) 
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Pastoral Concerns – Tim Barrage is available to the members of  
Salem in times of  Pastoral concerns or emergencies.  He can be 
reached at 330-465-5763. 
 
Nursing Home Worship:  
June 14th 2:30 p.m. Brookdale Senior Living, Wooster.  Services are 
held on the second Sunday of  the month. 
 
June 28th  2:00 p.m. Avenue at Wooster Care and Rehabilitation 
Center. Services are held on the fourth Sunday of  the month. 
If  you would be willing to help with these services, please contact 
Barbara Buchwalter @ 330-317-7906. 
 
Women of  Faith has a Facebook group called “Women of  Salem.” If  
anyone is interested in meeting for brunch at Buehler’s Towne 
Market at 10:00 am on the first Wednesday of  the month, please let 
us know. http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem 

ELCA World Hunger - All loose change in the offering plate will go 
toward this special social ministry project. 
 
Worship Lay Assistants Needed:  Consider being a part of  this 
ministry.  If  you have never performed any of  these duties before, we 
will be happy to show you the ropes.  If  you have a beautiful voice or 
are musically inclined, please let us know. 
 
NFL Monday Night Free Community Meal:  6:00 p.m.  Come for a 
hot meal, stay for a bible study.  This meal is open to any all who 
hunger.   

http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem


16 

 

 
200th Anniversary Celebration Steering Committee Formed:   
Planning has begun, history being reviewed, invite lists being put 
together, activities being planned, dignitaries being contacted, 
programming and activities being created.  We need your 
involvement and participation in this massive endeavor.  Your ideas, 
your expertise, your funding, your presence.  2027 will be here before 
we realize and this is the year, 200 years ago that Salem Lutheran 
Church first held services as a congregation.  Join us as we celebrate 
this amazing accomplishment!  Our next meeting is set for Sunday 
June 7th following worship and fellowship. 
 
The Chosen – Monday nights*:  Monday evenings 7:00 p.m..  We 
continue to show a new episode of  “The Chosen” series.  Join us as 
we watch the series together and discuss the episodes in detail. 
*Invite friends or neighbors to one of  our special events with the 
provided post card invites.  Fill out their name, add a personal note, 
and drop in the mail.  We can mail it if  you drop them in the offering 
plate. 
 

 


