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In Our Prayers: Shirley Delefave, George Wise, Chet Molzen, 
Marvin Hartman, Tari Lowe, Patty Stuart, Bill Buchwalter, Marian 
Martin, Mike Ringgenberg, Amanda Herbert, Monica Crawford, Sue 
Haumesser Miller, Jean Shoup, Family of  Noreen Miller, Family of  
Lynn Molzen, Family of  Zachary,  Family of  Andy, Family of  Erin 
Cronick. 
 
Altar Flowers are provided by members of  the congregation. See the 
last page of  this bulletin for the full listing.  Many thanks to all who 
have donated. 
 

Welcome Visitors!  Your presence is a blessing to us.  Please pick up 
an information brochure, complete the visitor card and place it in the 
offering plate. 
 

Parents with small children:  We welcome you and your children to 
worship this morning.  There are activity bags in the Narthex.  The 
nursery is available (with speaker system) should you have need of  it. 
 

Holy Communion is offered the first Sunday of  each month; we 
practice open table fellowship:  All baptized Christians who share our 
belief  that Jesus Christ is truly present with his body and blood along 
with the bread and wine, are invited to participate.  Register using 
the card in the back of  the pews.  You are welcome to join us by 
coming up front and receiving the host and wine during our 
communion service.  We are also making available sealed and 
disposable packets containing wine and a wafer.  If  you choose to 
utilize these packets, please pick one up as you enter the sanctuary. 
 

P  Pastor        A Assisting minister  C   Congregation          L  Lector 

 
This Sunday’s image of  the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of  friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of  servanthood is too 
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of  life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the 
joy, the deep mutuality of  the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that 
true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of  Christian community 
commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
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Prelude 
Bell 
Call to Worship 
Pastoral Greeting & Parish Time 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
  

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of  
grace, our Easter and our joy. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
  

A: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

A: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what 
God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the 
beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became 
the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.  
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
A: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling 
love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER 
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A: Look, here is water! 
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 
 Gathering Hymn               In Christ There Is No East or West      Red Hymnal #650 

 
Greeting 

   
A: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the 

communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.      

C:   And also with you. 
 

Kyrie              Page 147 

 

Hymn of  Praise      This is the Feast            Page 149 

 
Prayer of  the Day 
 

A: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 
beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for 
you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C   Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

First Reading         Acts 10:44-48 
 

 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
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astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So 
he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
 

L      The Word of  the Lord.      C      Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading      1 John 5:1-6 

 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 
one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

L      The Word of  the Lord.      C      Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation           Alleluia      Red Hymnal Page 151 
 

Please stand. 

  
P  The Holy Gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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 Gospel        John 15:9-17 
  

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

P  The Gospel of  the Lord     C  Praise to  you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                Tim Barrage 

  

Please stand. 
  
Hymn of  the Day   Now All the Vault of  Heaven Resounds  Red Hymnal #367 

 
Nicene Creed 
  

A: Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith, 
using the words of  the Nicene Creed. 

C:   We believe in one God, 
        the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of  heaven and earth, 
        of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
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      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of  God, 

        eternally begotten of  the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, 
        true God from true God, 
        begotten not made, 
        of  one Being with the Father. 
        Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
       he came down from heaven; 
       by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

      he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    He ascended into heaven  
              and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
    He will come again in Glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and    

glorified. 
    He has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of  
sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
        and the life of  the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of  the Church  
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A  Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over 
fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need of good news. 

A brief  silence. 
 

C  #616 Jesus Remember me  
 

A  Prayers continue… God of  grace, 
 

C  #616 Jesus Remember me  

 
A  Prayers continue… God of  grace, 

 

C  #616 Jesus Remember me  
 

A    Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus 
Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Peace  

A    The peace of  the Lord be with you always.      

C     And also with you. 

WE OFFER GOD OUR GIFTS 
 

Offering of  Gifts 
 

Offertory                               Amanda Herbert & Tim Mann 

 

Please stand. 
 

Offertory Response    Let the Vineyards be Fruitful   Red Hymnal #184 
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Offertory Prayer 
 

P  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the 
gifts that we offer here be signs of  your abiding love.  Form 
us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. 

C  Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving          Red Hymnal Page152 
 

P:    It is indeed right…    
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                  Red Hymnal Page 153 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Lord's Prayer 
  

A Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray. 

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
         hallowed be thy name, 
         thy kingdom come 
           they will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
       Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 
          as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 
          but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, 
          and the power, and the glory, 
          forever and ever.  Amen 



10 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

A  The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of  
the bread.  Come and eat at God’s table. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

 
Distribution                       Lamb of  God        Red Hymnal Page 154 
 

  Musical Selection 
Post-Communion Prayer  

 

A Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love.  Send us forth from this 
banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant 
mercy of  Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

 

C  Amen. 
 
 

WE ARE BLESSED AND SENT FORTH  
TO SERVE GOD’S CHILDREN 

 

Please stand. 
 

Blessing  

A  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
A: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn      Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing      Red Hymnal #389 
 

 
A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Postlude               Tim Mann 
 

Liturgical elements and prayers are drawn from:  

Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20591.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

Al right reserved. Hymns licensed under One License #A-713299 and CCLI License #11271355.  Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 

admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 
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THIS WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday, May 05 
6th Sunday of  Easter 

9:00 a.m.  Bible Study  (Facebook Live Stream) 
  10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream) 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
5:00 p.m. YouTube replay of  livestream worship 

 
Monday, May 06 

6:00 p.m. NFL Monday Night! Community Meal   
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study  

 

  NEXT WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Sunday May 12 
7th Sunday of  Easter 

9:00 a.m.  Bible Study  (Facebook Live Stream) 
  10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream) 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
5:00 p.m. YouTube replay of  livestream worship 

 
Monday, May 13 

6:00 p.m. NFL Monday Night! Community Meal   
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study  
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Pastoral Concerns – Tim Barrage is available to the members of  
Salem in times of  Pastoral concerns or emergencies.  He can be 
reached at 330-465-5763. 
 
Nursing Home Worship:  
June 09, 2024, 2:00 p.m. Brookdale Senior Living, Wooster.  
Services are held on the second Sunday of  the month. 
 
May 26, 2024 2:00 p.m. Avenue at Wooster Care and Rehabilitation 
Center. Services are held on the fourth Sunday of  the month. 
If  you would be willing to help with these services, please contact 
Barbara Buchwalter @ 330-317-7906. 
   

Women of  Faith has a Facebook group called “Women of  Salem.” If  
anyone is interested in meeting for brunch at Buehler’s Towne 
Market at 10:00 am on the first Wednesday of  the month, please let 
us know. http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem 
 
 

ELCA World Hunger - All loose change in the offering plate will go 
toward this special social ministry project. 
 
Worship Lay Assistants Needed:  As we return to services in the 
sanctuary, we will need help in continuing our online as well as our 
in-house service.  Consider being a part of  this ministry.  If  you have 
never performed any of  these duties before, we will be happy to show 
you the ropes.  If  you have a beautiful voice or are musically inclined, 
please let us know. 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem
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Continuing Live Stream Services:  Our goal is to continue the 
livestream services.  Please consider supporting this livestream 
ministry with a designated gift by marking “livestream” on your 
offering envelope.  For us to be able to fully utilize this technology we  
continue to invest in additional tools and higher end cameras.  This 
ministry is grateful for the support, consideration and generosity. 
 

These flowers are placed to the Glory of God - provided by and In Memory of: 

 

Dr. Robert & Luella Barrage 
by Tim Barrage 

 
Emma & Ivan Buchwalter 

by Barb Buchwalter 
 

Loved Ones 
by Terry & Kathy Bumgardner 

 
David & Betty Doty 
by Barb Buchwalter 

 
Loran & Mary Alexander 

by Colleen Green 
 

Doris Nathan 
by Pastor Alan Nathan 

 
Barb Richmond 

By Morris Richmond 

 

 



15 

 

 

These flowers are placed to the Glory of God - provided by and In Memory of: 
Lt. Col. Virgil Salmons 

by Sharon Salmons 
 

Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Fiser 
by Sharon Salmons 

 
The Herbert Family 
by Amanda Herbert 

 
Of  Loved Ones Gone Before Us 
by Tim & Beth Ann Zimmerman 

 
Wendy Wise 

by Sherrill Wise 
 

These flowers are placed to the Glory of God - provided by and In Honor of: 
 

Candace, Jordan & Kaladin Ressler 
by Tim Barrage 

 
Children & Grandchildren 

by Terry & Kathy Bumgardner 
 

Marian Martin 
by Colleen Green 

 
Grandchildren  

by Pastor Alan Nathan 
 

Our Parents, Children & Grandchildren 
by Tim & Beth Ann Zimmerman 
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